
15A NCAC 03K .0109 SHELLFISH HARVEST TAGS 

Consistent with the requirements of this Rule, it shall be unlawful to possess or sell oysters, clams, or mussels taken 

in a commercial fishing operation without a harvest tag affixed to each container of oysters, clams, or mussels. Tags 

shall be affixed by the harvester and remain in place while being transported to a certified shellfish dealer. Harvest 

tags shall remain attached to the container until the certified shellfish dealer breaks open the container for washing, 

grading, packing, other processing, or the container is shipped. Once the initial container is broken open or is 

emptied the harvest tag shall be kept on file, in chronological order, by the certified shellfish dealer for 90 days. It 

shall be unlawful for the tag to fail to meet the following criteria: 

(1) harvest tags shall be identified as harvest tags. They shall be durable for at least 90 days, 

waterproof, and a minimum of two and five-eighths inches by five and one-fourth inches in size. 

(2) harvest tags shall be securely fastened to each container in which shellstock is transported. A 

harvest tag shall remain securely fastened to each container at a certified shellfish dealer until 

replaced by a dealer tag once the container is broken open for processing or is shipped. 

Requirements for dealer tags are described in 15A NCAC 18A .0425. Harvesters who are also 

certified shellfish dealers may use only their dealer tag if it contains the required harvest and 

dealer information. The required information shall be included on all lots of shellfish subdivided 

or combined into market grades or market quantities by a harvester or a certified shellfish dealer. 

(3) bulk harvest tags may be used when shellfish are harvested from one growing area on a single day 

by an individual harvester. Multiple containers may be utilized on a wrapped pallet, in a single 

boat, vehicle, conveyance, or other container, and tagged with a single harvest tag containing the 

information required in this Rule. The bulk tag shall also include a statement that "All shellstock 

containers in this lot have the same harvest date and area of harvest.", and include the number of 

individual containers in the unit or an estimate of the total weight, volume, or count. 

(4) tags shall contain legible information arranged in the specific order as follows: 

(a) the harvester's name, address, and Shellfish License or Standard or Retired Standard 

Commercial Fishing License with shellfish endorsement number; 

(b) the date of harvest; 

(c) the most precise identification of the harvest location as is practicable (e.g., Long Bay, 

Rose Bay), including the State's two initials "N.C." and the growing area designation; 

(d) the shellfish lease or franchise number, if applicable; 

(e) type and quantity of shellfish; 

(f) the following statement in bold, capitalized font: "THIS TAG IS REQUIRED TO BE 

ATTACHED UNTIL CONTAINER IS EMPTY AND THEREAFTER KEPT ON FILE, 

IN CHRONOLOGICAL ORDER, FOR 90 DAYS."; and 

(g) the time of the start of harvest. The time of the start of harvest shall be the time when the 

first shellfish is initially removed from the water. 

 

History Note: Authority G.S. 113-134; 113-168.5; 113-169.2; 113-182; 143B-289.52; 

Eff. October 1, 2008; 

Readopted Eff. March 15, 2023. 

 


